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This book gives readers the background knowledge on what programming is, and guides them

through the steps that professional programmers take when they're tackling a programming job from

start to finish.
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I am interested in pursuing a career change to the world of programming and have been told by

friends in the know that Visual Basic is a good language to start out with for its ease of use

compared to other languages and its applicability in the business world today. I therefore went out

and bought two different introductory Visual Basic books and Microsoft's Visual Basic learning

edition. What I found in reading these books is that they give a good introduction to VB, but then at

some point, the authors of the books forget you are a beginner and start introducing topics that

seem somewhat advanced with very little explanation. After a while, your head starts to spin and

you give up.I then read some reviews on .com about other VB books and a lot of folks mentioned

the John Smiley series as a good one to start with if you are new to programming and VB. So I

picked up his first book. And I'm glad I did. True, the classroom dialog that makes up a fair portion of

the book is occaisionally inane, tedious and repetitious. However, if you hear about the same

concept again in Chapters 2, 5, 6, 10 and 14, it burns in your head and you aren't as likely to forget

it. Generally, this repetition is only for a sentence of two to refresh our memories. But it works. I also

think the use of dialog of getting the information communicated allows for a more relaxing way of



learning the material than paragraphs chock full of technical data that may take you a half hour just

to get through six pages. I agree that you'll probably get more information out of the typical 700

page VB book than Smiley's book, but I'll also bet you aren't as likely to get through that book either,

especially if you are a beginner.
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